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dispose of the first by expressing my regret that I should
even have seemed to impute to His Imperial Majesty language
which he did not use.

Your Excellency says that His Imperial Majesty expressed,
in conversation with Sir H. Elliot, 'his deep regret at ray
hostile disposition towards Austria.' Permit me to say I have
no such disposition towards any country whatever, and that I
at all times have particularly and heartily wished well to
Austria. In the performance of the arduous task of con-
solidating the Empire, I feel a cordial respect for the efforts of
the Emperor, and I trust that their complete success may
honourably and nobly mark his reign.

With respect to my animadversions on the foreign policy of
Austria in times when it was active beyond the border, I will
not conceal from your Excellency that grave apprehensions
had been excited in my mind lost Austria should play a part
in the Balkan peninsula hostile to the freedom of the (iinan-
cipated populations, and to the reasonable and warranted hopes
of the subjects of the Sultan. Those apprehensions wore
founded, it is truo, upon secondary evidence; but it was not
the evidence of hostile witnesses, and it was the best at my
command.

Tour Excellency is now good enough to assure me that
your Government has no desire whatever to extend or add to
the rights it has acquired uuder tlie Treaty of Berlin, and that
any such extension would be actually prejudicial to Austria-
Hungary.

Permit me at once to state to your Excellency that had I
been in possession of such an assurance as I huvo now l>een
able to receive, I never would have utlerod any one of the
words which your Excellency justly describes as of a painful
and wounding character. Whether it was my Tnisfortuno or
my fault that I was not so supplied, I will not now attempt
to determine; but will at once express my serious concern
that I should, in default of it, have been led to refer to